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Welcome New Members 


Ottawa Area 


Arthur Abramovitch & Family 
Katherine Addleman 
Lindsay Ambridge & Family 
Peter R. Austin & Family 
Rick Beckmans 
Debbie Benard & Family 
John Davidson 
Rosanne Dawson & Family 
Madeline Edmonds 
Marigold Edwards & Family 
Vincent Ferme & Family 
Matt Glaude & Family 
Denis Kerfoot & Family 
Ashley Larsen 

Stacey Lee-Jcnkins & Family 


Pam Mayhew 
Paul Miguet 

Madeleine Montelongo & Family 

Susan J. Moore 

Susan Newman 

Sacha Penner 

Pippa Rogers & Family 

Christopher Smith & Family 

Susan Stefko & Family 

Anna Tran 

Bree Tucker & Family 
Katherine Watt & Family 
Susan Westfall & Family 
Ivan G. Whitehall & Family 


Gatineau Area 

Alexandre Blain Wendy Ryan & Family 

Ontario 

Anne Rouleau & Family 
Stuart Trew & Family 


Dr. J. Bruce Falls 
Evelyn Garrah 
Dr. John Kelk 


Flenry Steger 

Chair, Membership Committee 
May 2014 
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The President’s Perspective 

Fenja Brodo 

Much has occurred since I last filled 
you in on what has been happening in 
our Club, and not just at our monthly 
Board meetings. 

I’ll begin with the most recent. The 
Fletcher Wildlife Garden and the 
OFNC have been chosen to receive the 
first Garden Day Certificate of 
Recognition on Friday June 13 by the 
City of Ottawa and the Ottawa Chapter 
of Lan dscape O ntario. M ayor J im 
Watson presented this to us in 
recognition of the development and 
maintenance of the Fletcher as a public 
garden for the benefit of the residents 
of Ottawa. 

The June plant sale at the Fletcher was 
a huge success and brought in many people buying native plants that were so 
lovingly nurtured from seeds or cuttings. No sooner is it over than organizers are 
planning for next year. Congratulations to all involved for a Job well done. 

A generous bequest from the estate of Laurie Consaul enabled our Club to buy a 
webcam to view an Osprey nest platform at the Innis Point Bird Observatory 
(IPBO). A nesting pair of Ospreys were under surveillance this spring and we hope 
that by next spring activities will be available online for all of us to enjoy. The 
Laurie Consaul webcam project is a collaboration with OFNC, Nature Canada and 
IPBO. The latter will maintain the webcam. 

We also received a very generous bequest from the estate of Violetta Czasack. This 
has enabled us to pledge $200,000 towards the purchase of an ecologically prized 
30.2 hectare property on the Ottawa River near Westmeath, Renfrew County. The 
Nature Conservancy of Canada is facilitating this purchase and will manage the 
property, at least initially. 
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The beautiful Larose Forest Booklet edited by Linda Burr detailing the natural 
history of one of our club’s favourite areas for field trips is now available for 
purchase ($4). A map of the forest, directions to get there, as well as inventories of 
birds, mammals, plants, etc. are included. More information about Larose Forest is 
on our website {www.ofnc.ca). 

We have an active website managed by Sandra Garland, our webmaster. Check out 
the blogs covering past meetings or events (and OFNC members may add to these 
blogs). Weather has sometimes dictated last minute event changes that we post on 
the website. With the website events listing we also have the flexibility to organize 
spontaneous trips to take advantage of special happenings in our region. So be sure 
to check it regularly. 

As we have done in the past, our Club sends judges to the Ottawa Regional Science 
Fair. In April 2014 we awarded prizes to three outstanding students for projects 
related to natural history. Last fall we sponsored a student to attend the Ontario 
Nature Youth Summit and this year we are prepared to sponsor two students at the 
Summit, pending the application of worthy individuals. Advertise this opportunity to 
any high schoolers you know with an interest in natural history. 

Have you noticed the OFNC logo on top of the Fletcher logo at the entrance to the 
Fletcher Wildlife Garden? Education and Publicity are seeing to it that our signage 
is prominent for all our activities. This committee had a great presence at the recent 
Bird Fair at Andrew Haydon Park. 

The Events Committee organizes a full roster of activities. Come out and enjoy 
yourself and learn something new. Should you have a desire for a particular trip or 
wish to organize one yourself, communicate that to Julia Cipriani 
{julia_cipriani@sympatico.ca). New ideas are welcome. 

Our many active members keep our Club humming in so many activities both within 
the Club and as outreach, leading nature walks on request. On all fronts we could do 
more if we had more volunteers. Think about it and perhaps you can find a special 
niche for yourself ^ 
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Volunteer for Membership 
Committee 


Henry Steger 


The Membership Committee is seeking a volunteer to become familiar with the 
management of the database for the Club’s membership, to provide on-going support 
and to ensure that this expertise is maintained in the longer term. The main functions 


are: 


1. keeping the membership database up-to-date, including annual renewals; 

2. forwarding New Member Welcome packages; 

3. sending out email reminders to members regarding monthly events; and 

4. maintaining a database of donations to the Club and sending out tax 


receipts. 

Computer literacy is a must. Experience with Microsoft Access is desirable. 
If interested contact Henry at hsteger@bell.net. 


Snacks at OFNC 



Adrienne Jex 


As naturalists we should do our best to pay heed to the 3 Rs. We can reduce garbage 
by not using disposable cups at our meetings. 

I would encourage all members to bring their own coffee cups to the meetings and 
take them home to wash. Lug-a-mugs made from re-purposed fabric will be on sale 
to encourage this practice. We will also be using compost-able stir sticks. Let's treat 
ourselves to guilt-free snacks. 
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The 2014 OFNC 
Awards Night and Social 

Luke Periard 

As is with every OFNC annual awards night and social, on April 26, members of the 
OFNC assembled in the basement of the old St. Basil’s church. The evening was 
abuzz with talk about the Macoun Field Club projects, latest field trips members had 
adventured, the interesting exhibits and about the evening’s award winners. Old and 

new friends came 
to mingle 
together to review 
the year, and talk 
about setting up 
more naturalist 
excursions with 
the coming of 
spring. 

The basement 
room was 
sectioned into 
four parts: 
information 
booths from the 
participating 
Macoun Club 
members and 
nature protection 
programs, the 
silent auction 
table, items for 
the “identify the 
fauna” contest, 
and the food and 
drink table. 

There was a 
broad array of 
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food to choose from: coffee, wines, crackers, nacho chips, Doritos, salsa, veggies 
and dip, cookies, fruit, punch, cake, squares and brownies. 

I started the evening with the most important section of the room, the food and drink 
table. After 1 had poured myself a non-alcoholic beverage, speared several pieces of 
cheese and swiped a couple of fruit shish kabobs, I made my way to the Macoun 
Club posters to get the scoop on their latest discoveries. 



One of the Macoun Club members, Shamus, had set up a booth entitled: “Looking 
into the Past: Potential Cause for the Ordovician-Silurian Extinction Event.” This 
extinction event was quite significant, one that wiped out a lot of living invertebrates. 
Shamus, who also happened to be a winner of the 2014, and 2011 OFNC prize at the 
Ottawa Regional Science Fair, informed me that he had looked at species 
fluctuations and mineral changes, specifically, in iron pyrite and potassium bentonite 
content. He spent 3-4 years on his project. I asked him what he had found and he 
excitedly told me that he had tested for iron pyrite and potassium bentonite in soil 
and discovered evidence of potassium bentonite stratification which could only be 
correlated with “orogeny.” 

For those of you who aren’t familiar with geology, orogeny refers to the movement 
of the Earth’s crust which can cause continental plates to push up over another one 
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creating mountain ranges and volcanoes. 


The current theory is that glaciation caused a massive extinction event in the area, 
but Shamus’ survey of the area’s mineral content indicates that volcanic activity may 
also have been a contributing factor. 

The next booth I visited was a collection of bird feathers by Macoun members 
Carlos and Carmen. Their collection spanned at least five years! They seem to be 
starting an interest in collecting since Carmen also collects skulls and presented a 
poster on “Parts of the Skull” at the awards night in 2013. Their collection was from 
feathers that they had found and had been able to identify, about 100 species so far. 

1 asked Carmen and Carlos which feather they were hoping to one day find, and one 
that was not currently in their collection. Carmen replied that she would like to find 
a hummingbird feather and Carlos hoped to find the feather of a Golden Eagle. 

The third Macoun Club poster was entitled: “Where’s Lunch?” presented by Nathan 
and the president of the Macoun Club, Jordan, who happen to be twins. Their poster 
presented pictures and descriptions of wild edibles such as beechnuts, fiddleheads, 
giant puffballs and bog peanuts. Nathan and Jordan have been interested in wild 
edibles for a long time. They even were able to make flour, but not just any flour, it 
was out of a wild plant: cattail. After processing the cattail, they found that 1 lb of 
cattail got them approximately !4 cup of flour. 

I asked each of them if they were lost in the forest and needed to find food to eat 
what would they hope to find? Nathan replied that he’d look for, and then cook, 
some puffballs and hog peanuts, along with some cattail shoots. 

Another poster was being presented by Anouk Hoedeman representing FLAP 
Ottawa. FLAP is the acronym for the Fatal Light Awareness Program. The 
organisation’s mission is to “safeguard migratory birds in the urban environment 
through education, policy development, research, rescue and rehabilitation.” They 
are informing people about the hazards to migratory birds flying through urban 
zones, especially with high-rise buildings and other human built structures. FLAP 
volunteers take time out to scan the city streets for injured birds. Some volunteers 
will ride their bikes downtown for an hour or two, looking for injured or disoriented 
birds that have collided into a window or other tall structure. For more information 
or to become a volunteer, you can visit the website flap.org. 

There was also a poster about the Ottawa Peregrine Falcon Watch. This is another 
volunteer initiative whose motivation is the protection and recovery of the Peregrine 
Falcon, one of Canada’s species at risk. The main objective of the volunteer 
initiative is to watch the falcon mother and her chicks, to make sure they get back 


104 




into the nest if they fall out onto the street or get themselves stuck on a balcony or 
any other small, enclosed area. There are two nest sites: one near Heron Road and 
Bronson Avenue and another at the Delta Ottawa City Centre downtown. In the 
words of Anouk at the awards night, “It’s fascinating” to watch these beautiful birds 
working together as a pair to protect their nest, feeding their young chicks and to 
watch the chicks grow and begin testing their wings. If you’re interested in joining 
this season, contact the Ottawa Peregrine Falcon Watch at 613-322-5269 or via 
email Ottawa@falconwatch.ca. 

The Ottawa Duck Club (ODC) was also represented at the event. It was founded in 
1966. The ODC is a conservationist club that run a very successfiil nest box 
program. They currently have 220 nest boxes out in the field for Wood Ducks, 
Eastern Bluebirds, Hooded Mergansers, Purple Martins and American Kestrels. 
Nest boxes are very useful since they protect the birds from using less secure areas 
such as dead trees, which mn the risk of getting cut down while the bird is nesting. 

At 8:20 p.m., the chairs were broken out and the formal part of the evening began. 
Fenja Brodo (OFNC president) and Hume Douglas (one of OFNC’s event 
coordinators) were the presenters of the evening’s awards. 

Hume announced the changing of the name of the OFNC Annual Soiree to the 
OFNC Awards Night. President Fenja Brodo welcomed everyone to the event and 
welcomed our guests such as the representatives from the Duck Club, Peregrine 
Falcon Watch and the Education and Publications Committee members. 

Carolyn Callaghan presented awards to the Macoun Field Club members. Jordan 
and Nathan received an award for “Edible Plants” (or alternatively titled “Where’s 
Lunch?”), Morgan received an award for her project entitled “Ravens and Crows,” 
Samantha received an award for “Turtles” and Carlos and Carmen received awards 
for "Birds.” 

Next. Jordan gave a speech on behalf of the Macoun Club. Jordan has been an 
active member since 2006. The Macoun Club is really growing; they are heading 
out on bimonthly trips in the rain or snow because the club is committed to the 
outdoors. The Macoun Club gives its members opportunities to learn things they 
wouldn’t normally learn in the classroom. Jordan thanked the OFNC members for 
their continuing support of the club. 

Fenja then took over to present the awards to those who do so much for the club. 
The Member of the Year award went to Mark Brenchley. The Member of the Year 
award goes to a person who has made a recent significant contribution to the club. 
Mark’s positive and enthusiastic commitment to the club is something to be proud 
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of. He’s an active member since 2012, is on the Education and Publicity Committee 
and takes part in advertising the club by focusing on his goal of making the OFNC a 
visual, recognizable entity. He completed several club-enhancing projects in 2013. 
Some of his accomplishments include: the installation of the 8’ long banner that tops 
the OFNC display table at public events, the marketing of clip-on binocular lens 
wipes, the design of a aluminum panel with the OFNC logo and website atop the 
Fletcher Wildlife Garden (FWG) sign at the entrance at Prince of Wales Drive. He 
did this all at minimal cost to the club. Mark thanked Fenja for his award, replied 
that he likes dealing with Club members and that the club gives him an opportunity 
to meet new people, make new'friends and enjoy nature with other naturalists. 

The George McGee Service award is presented to someone who has contributed 
significantly to the OFNC and especially to its running over many 
years. This year, the award was presented to Karen McLachlan Hamilton, OFNC’s 
longest-serving editor of the one of the club’s important publications: Trail & 
Landscape (T&L). Karen is one of the Publications Committee members who ensure 
the reliable arrival of OFNC’s quarterly magazine. Karen has been editor since 2001 
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(T&L has had six editors since 1967) and there is little down time in this task. That 
equates to 52 issues! In part thanks to her, the T&L arrives in our mailboxes on time 
to be read and enjoyed. Her support staff is the mailing team, its eoordinator and the 
associate editor. Karen finds the time to take on the work gladly as a volunteer even 
though she works full-time. Part of her responsibilities as an editor is to check the 
articles for technical accuracy and presentation, provide positive feedback and 
suggestions to the authors and ensure the final copy is ready for printing. Karen also 
is a long-serving member on the OFNC Board of Directors and the Publications 
Committee. She thanked her support staff and the club members who contribute, 
read and appreciate the club’s publication. 

The Mary Stuart Education award was presented to Angelika Skevington. This 
award is presented to someone in recognition of their outstanding achievements in 
natural history education. Angela is a primary school teacher and passionate about 
natural history, education and environmental stewardship. I was very impressed and 
interested to learn about her “Litterless Lunches” and “EcoSchools” programs which 
she promoted at the school where she teaches (Huntley Centennial Public School) a 
combined grade 4/5 class. Her school was able to make lunchtime virtually free of 
litter for a whole year! Angela works hard to raise recycling awareness and in doing 
things like teaching students to separate their rccyclables and place them in correct 
containers. 

The first President’s prize went to Verna and Dave Smythe. Dave and Verna have 
been on the Trail & Landscape mailing team for over 20 years, stuffing envelopes 
for the club four times a year and have probably peeled and stuck over 20,000 labels 
individually onto each of the club’s magazine. They are also dedicated to, and active 
in, the club’s long-term project, the Fletcher Wildlife Garden. 

The second President’s prize was awarded to Alban and Erma Beaulieu. The couple 
have been helpers in the Backyard Garden at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden for many 
years, but their work hasn’t gone unnoticed. They are dedieated members and even 
took the long-term responsibility of stocking two East End feeders. 

Annie Belair presented the award to the photo contest winner. There were five 
photos competing for the award and the vote turned out to be a tie for two photos. 
The photos were of three beautiful cranes and of a snowy owl caught in mid-flap 
with its wings over the snow. 
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Jeff Skevington 
presented his, always 
entertaining, Natural 
History quiz. Items 
such as bird wings, 
stuffed birds, 
mushrooms, twigs, 
tree leaves and even 
live bugs were 
displayed on tables 
for members to 
identify. There were 
24 items in all. Jeff 
even broke out some 
audio recordings of 
bird calls for us to 
guess. One of the 
recordings was of the 
White-Throated 
Sparrow . White- 
Throated Sapsucker 
fatalities are 
increasing and this 
may be due to more 
window collisions. 

This is why organizations like FLAP are working on raising awareness. About the 
results of the quiz, the kids got the highest number of right answers. Adult members 
will have to study harder if we want to stand a chance against the young Macouners 
next year! 

Louis L’Arrivee, the former Trail & Landscape mailing team coordinator, gave 
people a last chance to bid on some of the items for auction, some of which consisted 
of valuable bird reference books which were donated by naturalists. 

Hume Douglas closed the evening by thanking everyone for coming, acknowledging 
the awards night organizing team, the Education and Publicity Committee and to the 
organizations that attended and for displaying their posters. 

Thanks to Diane Lepage for supplying the photos for this article. 



110 











Subject: Re: an inordinate fondness for Beeties 
Date: Mon, 21 May 2012 09:58:55 - 0400 
From: Frederick W. Schueler <bckcdb@istar.ca> 

To: Aleta Karstad <karstad@pinicola.ca> 

On 5/20/2012 3:44 PM, Aleta Karstad wrote: 

> Very sweet, but has some serious issues with metre . . . 

* you mean "inordinately" isn’t a 3-syllable word? - f. 

On 2012-05-20, at 2:03 PM, Frederick W. Schueler wrote: 

O Beetle God, O Beetle God, 

We worship, though it may seem odd 
To worldly wonks that thy area 
Shouldst be the Coleoptera. 

O Beetle horde, O Beetle horde. 

Your many ways will show the Lord's 
Dedication that there be 
Selection for diversity. 

O coleopterist divine. 

Search woods and fields that you may find 
The many lives of bough and pond 
Of which God's inordinately fond. 


There’s a nice treatment of J.B.S. Haldane’s observation that any Creator of the 
observed world must be inordinately fond of “stars and beetles” at 
http://quoteinvestigator.com/2010/06/23/beetles/ 
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Plant and Some Plant Pests 
Regulated by Canada 

K. McLachlan Hamilton 

A consequence of this global economy is the introduction of new species into local 
landscapes. Some introductions are harmless, while others can be invasive or eause 
serious environmental damage. There are also situations where a species is native, 
but for some reason conditions are right for it to successfully move into a different 
environment, often to the demise of other species. Just think of Mountain Pine 
Beetle. 

The presence of invasive species is becoming increasingly problematic. Even the 
term “invasive” means something different to foresters, naturalists, outdoor 
enthusiasts or backyard gardeners. If you want to act responsibly, what would you 
do? How do you find out was species are elassified as invasive? One way would be 
to sort out what species are native, what was introduced and what is undesirable. 

This exercise began as an attempt to answer these questions, but it very quickly 
morphed into the unattainable. Even trying to tackle the introduced insect species 
question became overwhelming. One resource, recognized 510 adventive beetle 
species in eastern Canada, but their records only go as far west as Quebec (which 
recognizes 419 species), and it did not address beetles considered “harmless” 
(Klimaszewski et al 2010). So the focus was narrowed to include only prohibited 
plants and plant pests. 

There is a sea of acts and regulations aimed at protecting us, our food and 
environment, spread across numerous federal/provincial departments and agencies. 
Depending on what organism or habitat you are interested in, you may search 
through several legislative sites before finding, or not, the desired information. Also 
an organism may be classified as “prohibited” federally but not provincially or 
locally. Pit Bull Terriers may be banned in Ottawa, but are they allowed elsewhere 
in the province/country? So the focus of this piece is one federal act: The Plant 
Protection Act. 

Canada’s Plant Protection Act describes invasive species as: “Plants, animals and 
micro-organisms in an area where they have never been before. They can adapt, 
spread quickly and don’t have natural predators in the new environment.” It also 
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defines a pest as “Any thing that is injurious or potentially injurious, whether directly 
or indirectly, to plants or to products or by-products of plants, and includes any plant 
prescribed as a pest.” (Justice Canada 2014). The purpose of this act is: “to protect 
plant life and the agricultural and forestry sectors of the Canadian economy by 
preventing the importation, exportation and spread of pests and by controlling or 
eradicating pests in Canada” (CFIA 2013a). One of its proposed actions is for 
people to become informed about invasive species and what plant pests Canada 
regulates. 

Currently 23 plants and 2 15 plant pests are regulated by Canada (CFIA 2013b). Of 
the 215 plant pests there are: 66 inseets, 62 viruses, 38 fungi, 11 molluscs, 10 
phytoplasmas, 9 bacteria, 9 nematodes, 2 mites and 8 unknowns. Only the plants 
and the invertebrates will be addressed herein, the remaining will be eonsidered at a 
later date. 

The following tables are meant to highlight which species are regulated and to serve 
as a starting point for anyone seeking further information. Each table lists the 
regulated organisms and contains background information, current distribution, and a 
resource containing pictures, when possible, and further information. It is by no 
means comprehensive. Other resourees may be found in the reference section. 

As with many exercises, lessons are learned along the way. Here are a few: 

• Planting native species not only reduces the risk of introducing invasive 
plants but reduces the risk of introducing foreign pests. The buckthorn 
problem began as a simple ornamental plant. 

• Just because you see it in a store, does not mean it is pest free. 

• Bringing wooden items, seeds or cones from outside continental North 
America can carry unwanted pests—and definitely avoid products with the 
bark still attached. It should be confiscated at the border. Japanese 
Stiltgrass was introduced to the USA because it was used as packing 
material in shipments of porcelain from China. 

• Do not move wood in the form of logs, lumber, bark, wood chips, pallets 
and firewood. It is believed that Emerald Ash Borer, among others, was 
brought to North America in shipping pallets. It is also believed that 
Brown Spruce Longhorn was transported from Nova Scotia to New 
Brunswick via the movement of firewood. 

• There is a reason why bringing plants and plant products from outside 
Canada is restricted, so leave natural items in their natural habitat. 

• If you can not eradicate an invasive plant from your garden, remove and 
destroy seed heads before they spread. 
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• Buy local. Plants and plant pests are easily dispersed via the 
transportation/shipping industry, hitchhiking on shipping containers, 
commercial transport and personal vehicles. You could be responsible for 
transporting pests. For example, one fly species Rhagoletis mendax 
(Blueberry Maggot) is widespread in eastern Canada (except in NL) but is 
absent in Manitoba westward. So what if you decide to bring that nice 
healthy blueberry snack on a trip, only to discover it contains maggots, what 
would you do? Throw it away, risking an introduction, or choose some 
other solution? Some think that the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug, 
Halyomorpha hlays, arrived in this manner. 

• Avoid moving seeds and plant material on your clothes, footwear, camping 
gear and vehicles. Most species of Barberry {Berberis, Mahonberberis and 
Mahonia spp.) are prohibited because they carry a fungus {Puccinia 
graminis) that infects cereals and other grasses. The allowable varieties are 
resistant to the fungus. 

• For those living rurally, maintain healthy and diverse pastures, use clean, 
high quality hay, grain, seed, and straw. Jointed Goatgrass was introduced 
to the USA through contaminated seed. 

• Ensure machinery, vehicles and tools are free of soil and plant parts before 
moving them from one area to another. This rule should also apply to boats 
and other water craft. 

• Contact the local authorities (Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) or 
Agriculture and Agri-Food (AAFC)) if you suspect you have found an 
invasive plant or plant pest. They will follow up and determine if further 
action is needed. 
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Table 2. The regulated plants with their scientific and common names, present distributions, habitat preferences, modes of 
dispersal and an online image with further information. Where an entire genus is listed, the number of species is in brackets. 
Where there are numerous plant hosts, the total number is in brackets and the main hosts are in bold. 


B 

A 

z 




^ 53 
bo > 
ai 

•2 ^ 

.5 o 

. J.K 

'I 


V ^ 

I? 

a 


=1. a 

a a c 

-g g o 


''I 

\ O' 

•2 ^ 


’T3 
'' CO 

P 


C.) "O 


.s 

CO 




3 « Q 


^ C/5 

“ CO 

o 

w b- 

c ^ 
.= ^ 

11 

c .22 

<! ^3 


00 

w •- 

o *0 
Q. O 

(A O 


*T3 

H c 
« •- 
CA C 

a> CO 

= 1 
^ o 


o 3 

C o 


E ^ 
£ -H 

P 

^ o 


c •- 
— -o 

■/} o 


.2 

cn oj 

o. ■ 
o 


< 

s 

«- 3 

u 


< 
c/3 

D 

W5 c^ 


■- ■£ 
11 


z 

o 

CO 

■o 

CO 

£ 


So 


CO 

w 

o 

a 


c 

'0 


o * 

^ , 

2 

o Q 
bo ^ 

§ 


c 

o .2 

a cj 

Sr 

.5 o 

. 2k 

I ^ 

^ S: 

5 

^ “S. 

S'? 


<5 ^ 

3 'O 
3 2: 

^ On 

g-s 




Cj 

^ s 

3 3 
O to 


O 

\ Os 

bo 00 
c crs 

K. 

fN 

Os 




00 


^ *0 

(/i a> 
5 Xi 


.£ 

00 

3 

o 


> « 

_ ■** 


o ^ 
c 

eo o 
3 -O 

C CO 

c o 

< £ 


E -o _ 

1 c ^ 

i % n 

•“ o 

•3 W5 
O *3 
X V 

S.I ^ 

V3 -t: o 

^ E ““ 
•o 
o 
o 
{/3 


CO 


CO 


o 

Cl CO 

o 

b CO 

3 

o ^ 

tb CO 

< s 

E u 

r- 

JC C 


o 

c 

«>» 

3 

Xi 

•o" 

c 

3 

o 

Uh 


oa 


c/j 


< 
tzi 

S 

B 
U T3 


3 cs a „ 

H -S “ “ 
O CO 


N 

<u 

Z 


% 

J= XI 

O cA 
C 0) 


s 

k. 

3 

o 

to 

3 

k. 

3 


X 

o 

U. 


•o 

s 


c/3 



bo 


(A ^ 

J? o 
5 ■£ -a 

W5 3 O 
CO ^ U 
Cl. V3 C/i 

C *-0 ^ 
— ^ T3 

.2 I 3? 

c 5 I- 

c X a> 

S b a- 

fc- 5 ? V3 

cm 'Z O 


■o 

c 

^ o 

O 

2 'i 

o "O 

E o 

a s 


o o 

I'I 

O — 


(A Cl< 
b o 
3 b 

o ^ 

O 5 


O -3 

fN S 
A b 


D. 

.so . y—s ^ 

^ £-45 ^ 

a. ^ o 
-o 2 X 

2 ^ C ka 

^ ” CO CO 

eg w U CD 


> *r ^ 


bo > 00 

si ^ 
o ^ 

b 3 

t .2 

^ -J*. 

•S ? 


k. 

I 2 -^ 

^ g t: 

S-'t' - 

a a g 

-g g o 


"So 

.SS 


o ^ ^ 
D. O O 

« o « 


o - 
c /2 ^ 


•3 ^ 3 " 


u. « o 

B ^ ts 

^ > 
g_T3 > 
Cl. y — 

w 3 .> 

.E n ” 

.2 .2 I 

CD *3 X 


o 


£ 2 

c. 

'3 -P 


X c 
o o 
> o 


tA 


to c/3 O 

CO O 
^ ^ Q 


O *3 > 
w C -^r 

•2 c2 kJ' « 

■3 ^ ^ 

a 

c ''CO 




_ ^ .S 

*^0/3 
"0 5 ^ 


> ^ 

•- o J- 

+.» k- <, 

CO 3 r 2 

Z UJ ^ 


3 

•2 
C 

7C 

0 
su 

2k ^ 
3 u 

5 cL 

g c/2 

n X 
^ 02 


DO 

C C/2 


130 












131 















132 













133 














134 










FLAP’S first season in Ottawa 

Anouk Hoedeman 

A handful of volunteers for the new Ottawa chapter of the Fatal Light Awareness 
Program (FLAP) hit the streets for the first time in early April. Our goal; to find out 
how big a problem bird-building collisions might be in this city, and which buildings 
might pose the greatest threat to migrating birds. 

We patrolled the downtown areas and a few other locations early every morning, 
picking up dead birds, rescuing live ones, and documenting dates, times, locations 
and species. We were curious to see how many birds we would find compared to 
FLAP Canada’s long-established team in Toronto, where they might find about a 
thousand birds during a typical spring migration season. 

As it turned out, this cold spring was not typical. A late start to migration may have 
caused many birds to fly as high and as fast as they could to get to their breeding 
grounds, with little time to linger along the way. Numbers were down in Toronto 
(just over 700 casualties as of early June), and we found fewer birds than we 
expected (about 80 as of early June). The victims represented more than 30 species, 
ranging from Golden-crowned Kinglets to a Barred Owl. We found 12 species of 
warbler, three kinds of thrush, and a surprising 1 1 Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers. Most 
were dead, but we did rescue a few, which made all those early mornings 
worthwhile. 

We also observed many American Crows, Ring-billed Gulls and Common Ravens 
doing their own patrols, looking to make an easy meal of stunned or freshly killed 
collision victims. 

Considering the small number of FLAP Ottawa volunteers who patrolled a relatively 
small area, our initial lack of knowledge about which buildings to check when, and 
the competition from opportunistic feeders, our results for this first season indicate 
that it’s worth pursuing this initiative. 

Building collisions are considered a leading cause of death among migratory birds. 
FLAP Canada estimates that, in North America alone, between 100 million and a 
billion birds are killed this way every year. To put a complex problem in the 
simplest terms: birds collide with buildings at night when the lights are left on, and 
they collide with buildings during the day because they see trees and blue sky 
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reflected in the glass. Anything we can do to reduce these threats can make a 
difference. 

Rescuing injured birds and removing stunned ones from city streets and sidewalks— 
where they are vulnerable to predators, traffic and inattentive pedestrians—is an 
obvious way to help, but not the only one. 

Documenting the deaths provides leverage to convince building owners and tenants 
to turn off the lights and take measures to reduce the risk in daytime. It can help 
persuade municipal governments to adopt bird-safe design guidelines, as Toronto 
has. And it can help draw attention to the problem — FLAP Canada has gained 
worldwide renown by photographing a season’s worth of victims, all laid out on the 
floor of the Royal Ontario Museum. 

Public education and awareness are also important. We want to instruct people on 
what to do if they find a stunned or injured bird, and let them know how they can 
prevent window strikes at home. 

FLAP Ottawa is an initiative of the OFNC’s Birds Committee and Nature Canada, 
with help from the Wild Bird Care Centre and FLAP Canada. With one season 
behind us, we are now busy planning an official, public launch to coincide with fall 
migration, which we expect to be far busier than the spring. We will definitely need 
more feet on the ground, as well as people to help with outreach and other tasks. 

To volunteer or to report a dead or injured bird, contact FLAP Ottawa at 
fIap@ofnc.ca or call 613-322-5269. For more information on FLAP, visit flap.org. 


Editor’s Note: The image of the Carlington ravens on page 76 of issue 48(2) should 
be attributed to Langis Sirois. 
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Eastern Ontario Purple Martin 
Project 

Megan Macintosh' 

There are many mysteries surrounding the life history of the Purple Martin. In case 
you didn’t know, the Purple Martin is part of a group of species called aerial 
insectivores that feed on flying insects. Aerial insectivores are in serious trouble, 
especially in Ontario. They are experiencing widesprea'd population declines, yet the 
exact cause remains unclear. We must work quickly to learn more about the Purple 
Martin and related species in order to help recover their populations. For this reason. 
Nature Canada is partnering with many individuals, university researchers and 
naturalists groups as part of an international effort to help in the conservation of this 
iconic species. 

Our main activity will be using small tracking devices (“geolocators” or “GPS” tags) 
to determine where these birds go on migration and throughout the winter to better 
understand the threats they face while away from their summer nest boxes. This 
work poses very little risk to the birds and allows us to address critical knowledge 
gaps in the species life-cycle. In fact—one of our primary study sites will be right 
here in Ottawa at the Nepean Sailing Club where fieldwork is expected to take place 
during the second week of July. 

If you would like to find out more about the Purple Martin Project or how to become 
involved please contact us at Nature Canada. 


' Megan Macintosh mmacintosh@naturecanada.ca 613-562-3447 ext. 234 
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Bird Highlights from the 
and Environs 
Winter of 2013-14 


50K 


G. Mastromalteo 

The winter of 2013-14 will forever be remembered as the one that came early and 
stayed late, with an unrelenting cycle of snowstorms and bitterly cold temperatures 
that tested the endurance of all living creatures—not just in our region, but in ail of 
northeastern North America. It was the winter that gave us the term “Polar Vortex” 
and made us long for spring by mid-January. The Ottawa-Gatineau Christmas Bird 
Count (“CBC”), the Pakenham-Arnprior CBC, and the Dunrobin-Breckenridge CBC 
all recorded fewer species than average due to the cold temperatures and heavy 
snowfalls characteristic of this past winter. Despite a difficult start to the season, 
several interesting and unusual birds decided to spend the winter in the 50K. 

Records and Rarities 

In early December, the first Black-throated Gray Warbler ever recorded in 
Ottawa-Gatineau was reported from the Quebec side in the riparian zone near the 
Deschene Rapids. An adult male, the warbler was present near the pedestrian bridge 
at the west end of Ch. Vanier in Aylmer from December 3 through December 9. 

An extremely late Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was discovered in a neighbourhood 
east of the Rideau Canal and south of the Pretoria Bridge in January, marking the 
first time one has been recorded in our area during the month of January. 

Large numbers of Northern Shrikes moved into the Ottawa area in mid-January, 
likely setting a new record high. One birder found nine individual shrikes west of 
Ottawa on January 16, and another five were found northwest of Ottawa the 
following day. 

Waterfowl 

The Barrow’s Goldeneye is a diving duck that is rare in Eastern Canada but has a 
history of overwintering in Ottawa in small numbers. At least two males and two 
females were present throughout the winter, most commonly seen on the Ottawa 
River near Bate Island, the Rideau River between the Rideau Tennis Club and 
Hurdman Bridge, and also on the Rideau River along Lodge Road. 
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A male Green-winged Teal spent the winter on the creek along March Valley Road, 
and a male Northern Pintail appeared briefly at Billings Bridge in January. Less 
common in the Ottawa-Gatineau region were two Harlequin Ducks, both males, 
that spent about a month from early December to early January at Deschenes Rapids, 
a female Long-tailed Duck on the Ottawa River between the Deschene Rapids and 
Bate Island throughout the winter, a female White-winged Scoter on the Rideau 
River between the Rideau Tennis Club and Hurdman Bridge from early December to 
early January, and five male Redheads on the Mississippi River in Almonte between 
January 30 and February 10. 

On January 25 a Horned Grebe was found below the Deschene Rapids, while two 
Red-necked Grebes were present on the Ottawa River this winter since at least 
December 27. Both species were present for a couple of weeks, and may have 
decided to winter here after the near-record freeze-up of the Great Lakes left more 
than 92% of the water’s surface covered in ice. As a result, large numbers of White¬ 
winged Scoters and Red-necked Grebes were forced to spend the winter on whatever 
inland open water they could find in late January and early February. 

Gallinaceous Birds and Herons 

Gray Partridges can be difficult to find in the region, but a flock was seen regularly 
along Moodie Drive between Brophy and Barnsdale Roads in January and early 
February. Other sightings occurred on Hanson Side Road in Pakenham, on 
Farmview Road, and near the intersection of Brownlee and Shea Roads. 

It is not unusual for Great Blue Herons to linger into December as long as enough 
water remains open for them to find fish. The last Great Blue Heron reported was 
from a storm water pond on Strandherd Road on December 29. It is, however, rare 
for American Bitterns to linger into the winter, but one was found in early 
December with an injured wing on Brewery Creek near the Robert Guertin arena. 

Raptors and Eagles 

Both Red-tailed and Rough-legged Hawks were common in the region this winter; 
one perceptive birder identified a rare dark morph western (calurus) subspecies 
among the numerous Red-tailed Hawks in the Trail Road area on December II. A 
first-winter Northern Goshawk delighted birders in mid-January when it spent 
several days feeding on a deer carcass at Jack Pine Trail. Another Northern 
Goshawk was observed in Richmond on February 23. Although not a common bird 
in winter, a male Northern Harrier was seen near Woodlawn in January. 
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Also difficult to find in winter, a Merlin was discovered along Cedarview Road in 
early February, and two American Kestrels were noted in February: one just west of 
Breckenridge on February 3 and another in the Winchester area on February 16. 

Bald Eagles are a common sight along the open waterways in winter. However, one 
seen near Billings Bridge on February 22 may have been just passing through as the 
Rideau River had entirely frozen over by that time. Several Bald Eagles were seen 
along Ch. Eardley-Masham in Quebec this winter, along with one adult Golden 
Eagle on January 19. 

Larids 

Several gull species lingered well into January, until the first cold snap sent them 
further south. The Trail Road Landfill and the west side of Billings Bridge proved 
to be reliable spots for finding all five regular species, including both Iceland and 
Glaucous Gulls, throughout the month of December. A first-winter Thayer’s Gull 
was found at Billings Bridge on December 1. The Casselman-Foret Larose CBC 
held on January 4 reported five gull species at the Lafleche dump, including an adult 
Thayer’s Gull. A brief warm spell on January 18 brought a large flock of over 500 
gulls back to the Ottawa River to check out the feeding conditions; while most of the 
flock consisted of Great Black-backed and Herring Gulls, at least a dozen 
Glaucous Gulls were observed. They did not stay long. 

Owls 

The massive irruption of Snowy Owls into eastern North America was THE birding 
story of the winter. Large numbers left the Arctic in search of a safe place to spend 
the winter; they were observed all across eastern Nortli America, from the mid- 
western US to Newfoundland and even as far south as Florida and Bermuda. By 
early January it was estimated that there were at least 30, probably more, in the 
Ottawa area, and over 150 in eastern Ontario alone. In late January, two observers 
found over 30 Snowy Owls in the areas south and east of Ottawa alone! The 
Pakenham-Arnprior CBC broke its previous record for the number of Snowy Owls 
seen (14, previous record 7). It also broke records for Eastern Screech-Owl (2, 
previous record I), and Barred Owl (8, previous record 3). 

Woodpeckers 

Two Red-bellied Woodpeckers, a male and female, were present in Pakenham from 
early December through at least early January, tying Pakenham-Arnprior’s previous 
CBC record. Another Red-bellied Woodpecker was found in Marlborough Forest 
along Roger Stevens Drive on February 19. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers lingered 
well into the winter, with one reported feeding on berries in Rockeliffe Park between 
December 15 and 18, and another report from a neighbourhood south of the Pretoria 
Bridge in January. Also unexpected in winter, a Northern Flicker was reported in 
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Pakenham on December 28 through early January. Black-backed Woodpeckers are 
an Ottawa winter specialty, and several were reported through the winter: a female in 
Pakenham on December 21, two in Gatineau Park on January 26, one at the Reveler 
Recreation Trails east of Cannamore on February 23, and at least three (two males 
and a female) at Jack Pine Trail throughout the month of February. 

Passerines 

Despite their name. Winter Wrens are not common in the Ottawa-Gatineau region 
in winter. Nevertheless, one was seen on January 2 and 3 on the ridge at the 
Britannia Conservation Area. Carolina Wrens, on the other hand, are becoming 
more common during the winter, where they often come to feeders. A few were seen 
sporadically at feeders in the Maplehill Way, Rockcliffe, and Esquimault Avenue 
areas during the months of January and February. At one point in February, two 
Carolina Wrens were coming to the Esquimault Avenue feeder. 

A few Hermit Thrushes attempted to spend the winter in Ottawa. One was present 
near the Britannia Conservation Area from December 1 to at least February 16, 
while another found a warm air vent behind the Library of Parliament to its liking 
where it was seen between December 13 and February 3. Another Hermit Thrush 
appeared briefly in Rockcliffe Park on December 2. American Robins are not 
uncommon in the Ottawa-Gatineau region during the winter, although it is perhaps 
surprising that large flocks of them overwintered here given how harsh this past 
winter was. A flock of at least 25 birds was observed on Iris Street on February 14, 
while at least 30 robins spent the winter feeding on the berries of the Britannia 
Conservation Area. The most unusual thrush this winter was a male Varied Thrush 
found on the Pakenham-Arnprior CBC on Boxing Day. 

Bohemian Waxwings were scarce this past winter, and were outnumbered by Cedar 
W'axwings for once. Single Bohemian Waxwings were seen among larger flocks of 
Cedar Waxwings on the Dunrobin-Breckenridge CBC, at Constance Bay, and on 
Lockhead Road near North Gower. A large flock of 17 Bohemians was found on 
January 24 on Sixth Line Road, while flocks of up to 30 Cedars have been seen 
sporadically throughout the winter. 

Lockhead Road near North Gower proved to be a hotspot this winter, with at least 
six Lapland Longspurs, up to 70 Snow Buntings, and over 30 Horned Larks 
present near a cattle farm from January 29 to the end of February. Up to four 
Brown-headed Cowbirds and a single Red-winged Blackbird were seen there as 
well. A Common Crackle with an injured wing attempted to survive the winter by 
visiting a feeder in Stittsville throughout January and early February. 
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Both a Yellow-rumped Warbler (December 25) in Pakenham and a Clay-coloured 
Sparrow (December 4 and 5) on Pierce Road southwest of North Gower were 
extremely late in flying south. White-throated Sparrows occasionally spend the 
winter in our region, and a few individuals were found at feeders in Russell and the 
Fletcher Wildlife Garden throughout the winter. Song Sparrows, less common in 
the winter, were found at Jack Pine Trail and the Britannia Conservation Area in 
early December, along Twin Elm Road on December 29, and at a Qualicum Graham 
Park feeder on January 15. Two Song Sparrows were recorded on the Carleton 
Place CBC on December 27 and five were found on the Dunrobin-Breckenridge 
CBC on January 4. 

Winter finches were mainly absent this winter—even American Goldfinches were 
scarce! But diligent observers managed to find a few. One Pine Siskin was 
reported at a Rockcliffe feeder in late December and again in late January, while 30 
were observed west of Pakenham on December 26. Three were heard calling 
overhead along Jack Pine Trail on February 28, and one Pine Grosbeak was heard 
singing in the same area on this date as well. A small flock of White-Winged 
Crossbills was observed flying over March Valley Road in early December. Small 
numbers of Purple Finch were present throughout the winter, and were observed in 
Gatineau Park, at a Kinburn feeder, and at Sarsaparilla Trail. 

The information in this article was derived from reports to the OFNC website, 
sightings@ofnc.ca, eBird, and postings to the Ontario Field Ornithologists listserve 
(ONTBIRDS). The Bird Sightings page is updated regularly and can be found at 
http./Avww.ofnc.ca/breports.php. The OFNC website is a highly recommended 
resource for a wealth of information about birding in and around the region 


142 






Fabulous Fall Fungi 

Sept 30 (8 p.m.) - Oct 3, 2014 (4 p.m.) 


Now in its fifth year, this popular 3-clay workshop introduces participants to the 
astounding diversity of mushrooms and other fungi growing on the beautiful 
Frontenac Axis. Each day consists of collecting fresh specimens, working in the 
classroom to identify our finds, and insightful discussions about fungal ecology, 
natural history, uses, and etymology. You can also expect one or more evening 
presentations, plus an opportunity to see a bioluminescent mushroom in action. If 
edibles are found, our chef is always amenable to cooking up samples for us to try. 
Suitable for all levels, this workshop is a wonderful opportunity to become better 
acquainted with the mysterious world of fungi. 

Cost: $350 (all inclusive), includes 3 nights accommodation, all meals, instruction, 
and use of classroom space. Several microscopes will also be on hand. Small class 
size (max 12 students). Register early to avoid disappointment as each year there is 
a waiting list. Location: Queen’s University Biological Station. Details: 
www.queensu.ca/guhs. 
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focusscientific.com 
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Binoculars - Monoculars - Spotting Scopes - Telescopes 
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Kowa TSN-883 Spotting Scope 
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FSc Stereo Microscope 
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Nikon - Sky-Watcher - Steiner - SwarovskI - Takahashi - Vortex - Zeiss 

Focus Scientific 911 Carling Ave. Ottawa ON K1Y4E3 
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Coming Events 

Arranged by the OFNC Events Committee 
For further information, please cheek our website 
www.ofnc.ca 

PLEASE NOTE: The OFNC website [ofnc.ca) contains the most up-to-date 
information on events. Please check it regularly for changes or additions. The 
Club’s Facebook site <http:/Avww.facebook.com/groups/379992938552/> and 
Twitter account <@OttawaFieldNat> will also be used to announce last minute 
changes to events. Note that we anticipate having several weather and year- 
dependent events that are not included in Trail & Landscape and will only he 
announced at the last minute via our website, Facebook and Twitter. These 
include seasonal events such as Snowy Owl viewing, the spring Snow Goose 
spectacle, Eardley Eagles and Mudpuppy Night. 

ALL OUTINGS: Field trips to natural areas in our region and beyond take place all 
year round. These events are for OFNC members and prospective members. 
Prospective members are welcome unless the notice indicates that participation is 
limited, or that bus travel is involved. 

Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the weather forecast and 
activity. Binoculars and/or spotting scopes are essential on all birding trips. Unless 
otherwise stated, transportation will be by car pool. 

MONTHLY M EETINGS: Our monthly meetings will be held at the Central 
Experimental Farm in the K.W. Neatby Building, Salon B, at 960 Carling 
Avenue. There is ample free parking in the lot on the West side of Maple Drive by 
Carling Ave., immediately to the east of the main entrance to the Neatby Building. 

EVENTS ORIENTED TO ALL AGES: Kids are welcome on all of our trips. We 
have highlighted particular hikes as “oriented to all ages” as these are most likely to 
be enjoyed by typical children. Depending on your child(ren)’s interests and 
stamina, please feel free to bring them along on any events. For events tailored to 
kids, check out the Macoun Field Club {http://www.ofnc.ca/macoun/index.php). 
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Saturday 
19 July 
8:00 a.m. 
to 

3:00 p.m. 


Saturday 
26 July 
9:00 a.m. 
to 

3:00 p.m. 


FLORA AND FAUNA OF THE MARLBOROUGH FOREST 
Leader: Jakob Mueller (Jm890_7 AT hotmail DOT com , or 
613-314-1495). 

Meet: 8:00 a.m. at Lincoln Fields parking lot, northeast corner 
near Pizza Pizza (Richmond Rd. and Assaly Rd.). 

We will explore a section of the Marlborough Forest, the largest 
protected area within Ottawa’s municipal boundaries. Many 
interesting and unusual plants can be found here, and various 
animals are often encountered. The leader will try to ensure those 
encounters include reptiles and amphibians. It will probably be hot, 
so drinking water is essential. Participants should also bring 
binoculars, sunscreen, lunch, snacks, and good hiking shoes or 
boots. Given the presence of mosquitoes, brambles, poison ivy, 
and similar things, long pants are recommended. 


DRAGONFLIES OF THE MILL OF KINTAIL 

CONSERVATION AREA 

Leader; Jim Ronson, 613-264-1937, Perth. 

Meet; At 10:00 a.m. at The Gatehouse Conference Centre of the 
Mill of Kintail Conservation Area. Follow 417, then west on 49 to 
Almonte. Drive through Almonte then over 29 then right onto 
Ramsay, Concession 8. Drive 7 km. (See signs). 

We will net, photograph and identify species of dragonflies and 
damselflies. No experience or equipment is needed although you 
could make use of close-focussing binoculars, a camera with a 
micro lens, or a large net. A couple of extra nets will be available. 
As with birds, there are many species that are easy to identify while 
some are difficult. We will look for field marks on the easier ones. 
A Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority trail follows the wide 
but shallow Indian River. The trail then loops across woodland and 
meadows back to the river. After the hike, you may wish to tour the 
museum or shop. 
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Saturday 
16 August 
8:00 a.m. 
to 

12 noon 


THE EDGE OF THE SHIELD - EXPLORING WEST OF 
ALMONTE 

Leader: Ken Allison, (613) 256-4283. 

Meet; 8:00 a.m. at home of Ken and Ruth Allison, just west of 
Almonte on Wolf Grove Rd. Off-street parking at the Allison 
property is somewhat limited, so car pooling is encouraged. 

Step outside of your usual patch and explore the edge of the 
Canadian Shield in Lanark County. This will be a general interest 
walk, including botany and birds, but also anything else that we 
come across. This will be a half-day outing, with a fair bit of 
walking on good trails with some hills. We will see heaver ponds 
and typical Lanark County forests at various successional stages. If 
water levels are suitable we will probably finish up at the Almonte 
lagoons to check for shorebirds and waterfowl. Children who can 
walk a few kilometers are encouraged to come. 

Wear good walking footwear, bring water, a snack, binoculars and 
spotting scope. 


Saturday 
23 August 
8:00 a.m 
to 

12 noon 


rain date: 
Saturday 
6 September 
8:00 a.m 
to 

12 noon 


TREE WALK IN GATINEAU PARK 
Leader: Justin Peter 

Meet: 8:00 a.m. at Lincoln Fields, or 8:30 a.m. at the P7 Parking 
Lot in Kingsmere, Gatineau Park. 

Difficulty: moderate; some uphill walking is required. 

Today we’ll explore the woodlands along Skyline Trail, which 
contain an eclectic assortment of trees. As we move along, we II 
become attuned to the distribution patterns of the various trees we 
identify and we’ll work to interpret the conditions leading to these 
patterns. We’ll also discuss the relationships that various species 
have with one another and with wildlife. Bring your questions! 

This walk will cover a distance of approximately 6 kilometres. A 
drink and a snack are recommended. Sturdy, trail-appropriate 
footwear is required. Binoculars are recommended to facilitate tree 
observation. 

This excursion will be cancelled in the event of stormy weather 
or heavy, sustained winds/rain. 
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Saturday 

23 August 
to 

Sunday 

24 August 


Tuesday 
26 August 
9:30 a.m. 
to 

about 
12 noon 


CONSTANCE BAY BIOBLITZ 
Co-odinator; Owen Clarkin 
Meet: Please see web site for details. 

The OFNC Conservation Committee is pleased to announce a 
major new initiative: the first annual bioinventory of a significant 
natural site in Eastern Ontario/Western Quebec. The idea is to take 
the premise of increasingly popular 24-hour bioblitzes, and extend 
the data collection over an entire year at a single public site. This 
will allow naturalists to visit and record observations at their 
convenience, and also will allow changes throughout the entire 
year to be documented. The data acquired will provide a detailed 
picture of the biota present at the site and serve as a baseline 
dataset from which sound decisions for ecological conservation 
can be based. We have chosen the natural area surrounding the 
community of Constance Bay (45.485 N, 76.075 W) as our study 
location for the year stretching from this summer until next 
summer. Naturalists will be encouraged to visit and record 
observations in their area(s) of expertise. Data, which will be 
openly available, will be collected and archived by the OFNC 
Conservation Committee. Once the year-long inventory is 
complete, a new site will be chosen for the study year 2015-2016, 
and so on. 

The OFNC Events Committee will organize a series of events at 
Constance Bay throughout the year. An official bioinventory 
launch will be held the 23-24 August 2014, beginning Saturday 
morning. Watch the OFNC website for meeting times and 
additional details. 

We hope for the partieipation of enthusiastic naturalists with a 
wide spectrum of natural history talents. Enquiries can be sent to 
the OFNC Conservation Chair, Owen Clarkin 
(owen.j.clarkin@gmail. com). 

MER BLEUE PLANTS IN LATE SUMMER 

Leader: Lynn Ovenden 

Meet: Mer Bleue parking lot, P22. 

Mer Bleue is a lovely place in the late summer. We will examine 
several bog specialties, and investigate other wetland plants near 
the boardwalk. Bring along a plant field guide and a snack if you 
wish. This trip will go rain or shine. 
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Saturday 
6 September 
10:00 a.m. 
to 

3:00 p.m. 


BUG DAY! 

Leader: Sophie Cardinal 

Meet: Canada Agriculture and Food Museum (across from 
Fletcher Wildlife Garden). 

Back by popular demand. This event is coordinated by the 
Entomological Society of Ontario and sponsored by OFNC and 
Canada Agriculture and Food Museum. Activities will include: a 
live insect zoo, guided insect nature walks, seminars on insects, 
cockroach races, kid’s insect crafts, ask a bug expert, building 
insect collections, cooking with insects and more. This event will 
happen rain or shine. 


f 


Tuesday 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

9 September 

NEW BOOK ON BEAVERS 

7:00 p.m. 

Speaker: Michael Runtz 

Social 

Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central Experimental 
Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

Michael will present his new book on beavers of the world entitled. 

7:30 p.m. 

“Dam Builders: The Natural History of Beavers and their Ponds." 

Formal 

program 

This will be followed by signing of copies. 


Wednesday 
10 September 
8:00 a.m. 
to 

11:00 a.m. 


BEGINNER BIRDING AT BRITANNIA CONSERVATION 
AREA (MUD LAKE) 

Leader: Heather Picard 

Meet: Britannia Conservation Area on Cassels Road at the 
entrance to the trail that heads into Britannia Woods. 

This event is a guided bird walk for those new to birding. Finding 
birds is just the beginning. Next step . . . What is it? We will 
explore the Conservation Area at a leisurely pace and practice 
applying the Four Keys to Bird Identification to the birds we find. 
The Four Keys are: Size & Shape, Colour Pattern, Habitat, and 
Behavior. The leader will touch on the basics of birding ethics, 
etiquette, bird taxonomy and our local birding hot spots. Britannia 
Conservation Area is known for excellent numbers and variety of 
birds. We can expect waterfowl, waders and many songbirds. 
Some trails are narrow and Poison Ivy is present so wear sturdy 
closed in shoes, long pants and bring binoculars. 

This event will not run in rainy weather. 
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Saturday 
13 September 
10:00 a.m. 
to 

2:00 p.m. 


SUMMERSTOWN FOREST HIKE 
Leader: Owen Clarkin 

Directions: from 401 - parking lot is at 45.102153, -74.60593, 
about 3km north of Hwy 401 along County Road 27. Map location: 
http://goo.gl/maps/K3LWc. 

Directions from Ottawa - Take Hwy 417 East from Ottawa. Past 
Casselman, exit south at exit 58 and take Hwy 138 South. Hwy 138 
will end at Cornwall Centre Road; take a right (west) on it and then 
after about 1 km take a left (south) onto Brookdale Ave, which 
immediately leads to Hwy 401. Take Hwy 401 East to county Road 
27 (Summerstown Road) at exit 804 of the 401. Turn left (north) 
onto county road 27, (NOT right, or south, toward the town of 
Summerstown) and proceed north for roughly 3 km, until you see a 
sign on the left for Summerstown Forest, turn left at this sign to 
find the parking lot for Summerstown Forest. 

This hike will showcase the diverse woodland and wetland 
complex of Summerstown Forest near Cornwall. Woody plants 
will be emphasized, but this site will interest naturalists of all 
kinds. Extensive stands of Black Maple {Acer nigrum) are among 
the botanical highlights, along with significant associated mesic 
forest, clay lowland, and wetland plant communities. Bring a lunch 
and drinking water, and dress for the weather as this is a rain or 
shine event. 


Sunday 
14 September 
10:00 a.m. 
to 

2:00 p.m. 


TRANSITIONS FROM SUMMER TO FALL—PLANTS 
AND ANIMALS OF CONSTANCE BAY 
Leader: Arthur Goldsmith 

Meet: 9:15 a.m. Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast corner 
of parking lot near Pizza Pizza or 

10:00 a.m. at the Constance Bay Community Centre (262 Len 
Purcell Drive). 

This hike is a collaborative outing open to both Macnamara 
Field-Naturalists" Club and OFNC members. Emphasis is on the 
plants and animals one is likely to find in this period, and what 
they are up to as the Equinox approaches. We will hike through 
some sandy areas looking for the fabulous native flora and insects 
of Constance Bay and also spend some time along the river 
birding. Bring a lunch and drinking water, and dress for the 
weather as this is a rain or shine event. 
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Saturday 
20 September 
9:15 a.m. 
to 

3:00 p.m. 


Sunday 
21 September 
8:00 a.m. 
to 

noon 


Saturday 
27 September 
10:00 a.m. 
to 

2:00 p.m. 


GEOLOGY FOR THE VERY BEGINNER 
Leader: Geof Burbidge 

Meet: 9:15 a.m. Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast corner 
of parking lot near Pizza Pizza or 

10:00 a.m. at the NCC Visitors’ Centre parking lot, 33 Scott Road, 
corner of Old Chelsea Road and Scott Road, in Old Chelsea, QC. 
This is a trip for those who would like to try their hand at 
identifying some of the common minerals in the rocks in the 
Ottawa region, and perhaps work out some ideas about how they 
came to be there and why they look like they do. 

Pack a lunch and two or three (no more) of your own mystery 
rocks or minerals and the group and leader will attempt, during 
lunch time, to help with identification. Hand lens, field guides, 
pocket knife, and notebooks could be of use, but are not required. 
Sturdy footwear is required. This is a rain or shine walk, so dress 
appropriately. 

DUCKS AND GULLS ALONG THE OTTAW A RIVER 
*oriented to all ages* 

Leader: Roy John 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast corner of parking 
lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road, near Pizza Pizza. 

One or more stops along the Ottawa River, depending on what has 
been sighted and where, to look for Fall migrants. This is a rain or 
shine walk, so dress for the weather. Bring binoeulars, a spotting 
scope if you have one, a drink and a snack. 

GRASSHOPPERS OF CONSTANCE BAY 
Leaders: Paul Catling and Brenda Kostiuk 

Meet: 9:15 a.m. Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast corner 
of parking lot near Pizza Pizza or 

10:00 a.m. at the Constance Bay Community Centre (262 Len 
Purcell Drive). 

Constance Bay once supported a vibrant pine-oak savanna 
ecosystem. Tree plantations introduced in the mid-1900s have 
largely replaced the native flora and fauna with a monoculture of 
pines. Despite this, small patches of native vegetation remain and 
within these, a remarkable insect fauna persists, including several 
rare and disjunct grasshopper species. Grasshoppers are one of the 
best indicators of ecosystem health and we will look at both the 
local plants and grasshoppers during this outing. 
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Saturday 

4 October 

9:30 a.m. 

to 

3:00 p.m. 

MUSHROOMS OF MACSKIMMING 

Leader: Dr. Myron Smith 

Meet: Pioneer Village (Trails End) Field Centre’s Inn (3685 
Wilhaven Drive, Ottawa) Prepare for 3 minute walk to the Village. 
MacSkimming Outdoor Education Centre, on the way to Montreal 
via Hwy. 17 in Cumberland, is having its annual “Open Trails” 
open house event. It is the only day when the site is open for the 
public to explore these Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 
lands. OFNC members and the public are invited. We will begin 
with a 30 minute presentation on mushrooms, split into groups to 
collect samples in the field, then regroup to identify them. If you 
have them, useful items to bring include: mushroom field guide, 
hand lens, field knife, small basket (like fruit basket), pencil and 
paper, brown paper sandwich bags. Bring a lunch, your curiosity 
and dress appropriately for the weather. This activity will occur 
rain or shine. The site is diverse, including a marsh by the Ottawa 
River, agricultural fields in series of successional stages. Red 

Maple swamps and mature mixed-forest. For more information, 
visit the MacSkimming website: 
www.ocdsboutdooreclucationcentres.ca. 

Tuesday 

14 October 
7:00 p.m. 
Social 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

AUSTRALIA: BIRDING THE LAND DOWN UNDER 

Speaker: Mark Gawn 

Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central Experimental 

7:30 p.m. 
Formal 

program 

Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

With a plethora of endemic bird families, superb scenery, and (let’s 
be honest) great wine, Australia is a premier birding destination. 
Mark Gawn recently sampled its avian riches, finding more than 

400 species in a month long birding quest ranging from the snow 
bound forests of Tasmania to the baking heat of the Top End. Join 
Mark as he meets'an Albatross whisperer, slogs through ankle deep 
ice cold water is search of the enigmatic Ground Parrot, and 
marvels at the diversity of Honeyeaters. 
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Saturday 
18 October 
9:00 a.m. 
to 
mid 

afternoon 


GENERAL INTEREST WALK—LIMERICK FOREST 
Leader: Stew Hamill (613-269-3415 or shamill@ripnel.com). 
Meet: 9:00 a.m. at Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast 
corner of the parking lot near Pizza Pizza, Richmond Road at 
Assaly, or 

the Limerick Interpretive Centre (1175 Limerick Road) at 10.00 
a.m. Contact Stew at for more information. 

Limerick Forest is a 5782-hectare community forest in eastern 
Ontario, owned and managed by the United Counties of Leeds and 
Grenville. Conifer plantations account for approximately one third 
of the total area of Limerick Forest. This is a result of the 
reforestation of abandoned farmland by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources (MNR) via the Agreement Forest Program started in the 

early 1940s. The remainder of Limerick is comprised of wetlands 

and second growth mixed forest, in roughly equal proportions of 
one-third each. 

The Friends of Limerick invite you to walk trails through 
plantation and swamp to two boardwalks overlooking marshes, 
looking for late summer wild flowers plus waterfowl and other 
birds. This 3.5 km hike will be followed by lunch and a visit to the 
Interpretive Centre. After lunch we can view the historic bird egg 
collection, containing 743 sets of eggs, some still in their original 
nests. Wear hiking gear, and bring a lunch. 


DEADLINE: Material intended for the October - December issue must be in the 
editor's hands by / August. 2014. Mailyour manuscripts to: 

Karen McLachlan Hamilton 
2980 Moodie Drive, Nepean, ON, K2J 4S7 
H: (613) 838-4943; email: hamilton@storm.ca 

ANY ARTICLES FOR TRAIL & LANDSCAPE? 

Have you been on an interesting field trip or made some unusual observations? 
Write up your thoughts and send them to Trait & Landscape. 


URL of our site: 
www.ofnc.ca 


WEBMASTER’S email 
webmaster@ofnc.ca 
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